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Dear Friends,

When we gather for our Rally Day Worship and
Brunch on Sunday September 13th, we will once
again be sharing in the privilege of responding to
the Baptismal Vow Question: "Do you promise to
sustain the fellowship of faith and life within the
Church of Jesus Christ, in which our children are
made partakers of Him and all of His benefits?"
We will be participating in the Baptism of

ones and all those who are impacted by our individual
and collective commitment to "sustain the fellowship
of faith and life within the Church of Jesus Christ"
depend upon us honoring our commitment to serve as
an instrument of God's grace, if they are going to most
fully experience the presence and peace of Christ in
their lives today, tomorrow and forever!

Of course, this is a grand sounding idea but it is really
as simple as making and honoring our Baptism
commitment! For, it doesn't matter if it is our own
child or one of the children of our church family, the
reality is that our shared commitment to sustain the
fellowship of faith and life here at the
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that will mean that we have enjoyed our impact upon their lives, but do we really
MEAN IT? meanit? Isaiah 51:16 says: "I (referring to

"MRC Mini Baby Boom" and baptized 10
infants since Mother's Day. And of course, at each
Baptism we are privileged to be a part of, we will
hear that same question and gladly respond with the
words: "I Do"! But do we really mean it?

Of course our intentions are good but are we really
ready to demonstrate by our words, deeds and
prayers our commitment to: "sustain the fellowship
of faith and life within the Church of Jesus Christ"?
Do we really realize that our personal commitment is
as important as the commitment of our Lord's
original disciples? 2000 years ago, their
commitment represented the living presence of
Christ to their loved ones and that generation and
now our commitment serves that same purpose for
our loved ones and this generation!

This past Sunday, when we commissioned our
Youth Mission Team, my sermon (which is available
on our web site or at the Church Action Table)
focused on how our youth going to Philadelphia and
the youth and adults who were staying right here in
Nassau County all shared the same commitment to
serve as disciples and ambassadors for our Lord
Jesus Christ and I really meant it! Our own loved

God) have held you in the palm of My
hand". Our Baptism commitment says that we are
ready through our words, deeds and prayers to fulfill
those words in the lives of our children and others!

Again, of course our intentions are good but life is
busy and filled with activities and do we really have
that commitment to: "sustain our fellowship of
faith and life"? This is not a new question! It is the
very question that our Lord's first disciples had to ask
of themselves and now it is our time to answer that
question. There is an old saying that goes like this: "If
we feel God is distant from us, we need to realize that
it is we and not He who has moved away!"

Rally Sunday is a great day for us to collectively
express our commitment to serve as the living
presence of Christ in the lives of our loved ones and
others! I hope you will be with us on that Sunday and
the Sundays that follow, as we continue to serve as
instruments of God's grace knowing that through that
service, our lives and the lives of our loved ones and
others will truly be blessed! I really mean it!

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Steve




3 Music Notes

As we kick off our new church year we invite you to become an active part of our
music ministry! Our church offers five performing groups for all ages. Each choir has open enrollment
and welcomes all who enjoy singing, performing, fellowship and praising our God. Why not offer your
time and talents in something meaningful this year and join one of our ministering music groups.

Senior Choir

The Senior Choir is our primary ministering group in our music program and helps lead our worship each
Sunday morning. This choir is open to all adults of post-high school age. This group enjoys singing a vari-
ety of musical styles including contemporary, classical, gospel, as well as hymn arrangements. This choir
is featured at our special worship services and presents a Christmas Cantata each year. The choir also en-
joys good fellowship at planned social events.

Handbell Choir

For those instrumentalists in our church who enjoy ringing, we invite you to join our Handbell Choir. This
group is open to high school students and adults. The choir performs solos, as well as with our congrega-
tion and other choirs regularly during the year from October through June.

Praise Team

Our praise team leads our congregation in singing our praise music in our worship services each week.
This team is open to those singers and instrumentalists who enjoy singing and performing contemporary
praise music.

Youth Choir

This choir is a great opportunity for the youth in grades 6-12. This group enables our youth to enjoy music
with a more contemporary, upbeat flair geared especially for young adults! This group rehearses periodi-
cally and sings on special occasions throughout the church year.

Junior Choir

This group is for children in grades 1-5 who enjoy bright and energetic music. This gives our children a
good opportunity to learn and enjoy singing! This group rehearses periodically and sings on special occa-
sions throughout the church year.

John Mayhew
Director of Music & Organist

o ) . o
News & Views “Staff’ Mid-Week Contemporary Service Is Back
Rev. Dr. Stephen Giordano Starting Wednesday, September 16th, 2009 at 7:30 PM.
Pastor All are welcomed and encouraged to attend!
Barbgra Kohler, Sec.r etary Especially those whose schedule makes
Linda Wong, Editor Sunday attendance impossible!
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RALLY DAY
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2009 0

Re-Connect with your Church Friends !
as we start a new Church Year! m

9:30 AM  Worship Service with Sunday School

teachers and staff commissioned.

10:40AM  Traditional brunch of fruit and bagels.

NO SIGN-UP IS NEEDED. ALL ARE WELCOME.

Sunday School Registration
Fall Schedule Overview

Consistory Nomination Committee Election *

Join us as we rally to be the
Church of Jesus Christ here in Massapequa.

Ifyou can’t attend, call 516-799-5158 for your ballot..

* Consistory Chairs: Lois Schmitt & Cathie Spruck

i i
FALL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2009
9:30 AM WORSHIP
*10:30 AM BRUNCH *
MEETING TO FOLLOW

ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE
MASSAPEQUA REFORMED CHURCH
ARE REQUESTED TO BE PRESENT FOR THIS
VERY IMPORTANT MEETING

*CHILD CARE PROVIDED
*CONSISTORY ELECTION FOR 2010-2012
*INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW OF 2010 BUDGET

T D e d =

In A Different
Voice...

Home Blessings

Peace May there be peace
within your walls. Psalm
122:7
Joy May the God of hope fill
you with all joy.
Romans 15:13
Strength May our
Lord...encourage your
hearts and strengthen
you.
Il Thessalonians 2:16-17
Success May He give you the
desire of your hearts and
make all your plans
succeed. Psalm 20:4
Comfort May your unfailing
love be my comfort.
Psalm 119:76
May the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ...be
with you.
Il Corinthians 13:14
May the favor of the Lord
our God rest upon us.
Psalm 19:17
Kindness May the Lord now show
you kindness.
Il Samuel 2:6
Protection May your love and
your truth always
protect me. Psalm 40:11
May your unfailing love
rest upon us, O Lord,
even as we put our hope
in You.

Grace

Favor

Love

We reserve this column each month for
inspirational thoughts.
We welcome contributions
from everyone!
Send your poems, prayers, or thoughts
to the church office.
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Food
Pantry

Did you know?
There are Waldbaum'’s
vouchers, which are used
just like cash, in the food
pantry. If you would like to
donate money for this
community outreach, please
place your gift in a Good
Samaritan envelope and
indicate:

“Food Pantry.”

For more information,
contact:

Judy Boyd (516-798-6033),
Daphne Blount
(631-952-3812) or
Maureen Kours
(631-691-6369)

and they will take care of
the details.

We can also use the
following items in the
pantry:
children’s cereal & snacks,
juice, macaroni & cheese;
tuna, pasta & sauce, coffee,

canned vegetables and soup
and the like.

Please check expiration dates.

/4
. ifyy
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Cansistary
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Pastor’s Report: There is a new tenant in the
parsonage that moved into the house in July. Pastor Steve reported that
the RCA’s Denominational Office for Women’s Ministries will be re-

starting in January 2010 but with a new staff. Pastor Steve will become
the President of Classis in October of 2009.

Finance: There is still a deficit in the pledge amount but the gap is
narrowing. The 2010 Challenge Budget will be presented at the Fall
Congregational Meeting. The budget that will be presented will be
conservative due to the condition of the economy. There has been a de-
crease in the property taxes for the parsonage.

Youth Ministry Report: Juan and Victoria will be taking sixteen mem-
bers of the youth group on the summer mission trip to Philadelphia.
There will be several additional chaperones also attending.

Communications: A new Church calendar for the 2009 — 2010 year
will be started. At the July Consistory meeting, a new committee was
formed to research cutting costs for the Church Office equipment and
supplies. The committee met during July and their recommendations
were presented to the Consistory at the August meeting. We also con-
ducted our Annual Ministry Review.

Evangelism: Jane Smits received suggestions for the new Adult Fel-
lowship Club. Please feel free to talk with Jane if you have suggestions
and plan to join us for our upcoming Adult Fellowship events in the fall.

B B B B B e B B e B B B B B B B B B B B B B B BB B B e B B e B B B BB B B BB B BB B B B B B B B B B e B B B

ing
for Women'’s Bible Study.

Refreshments are served at 9 AM
Bible study begins at 9:30 AM
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Youth Corner

On August 23rd-27th, fifteen youth from our church went into N.
Philadelphia to serve at the Sunday Breakfast Rescue Mission
(www.sundaybreakfst.org). We helped to cook and serve meals and
helped with some maintenance projects around the mission.

"How beautiful upon the mountains
Are the feet of him who brings good news,
Who proclaims peace,
Who brings glad tidings of good things,
Who proclaims salvation,
Who says to Zion,
“ Your God reigns!™" Isaiah 52:7

We were aspiring to bring the good news of Jesus Christ by giving of
ourselves, our time, our energy to the men and women of The Sunday
Breakfast Rescue Mission. We were aspiring to meld our faith with
our deeds, as it speaks about in James, and bring Glory to God during
this week. We ended the trip by going to Six Flags Great Adventure
on August 28th. We thank all who prayed for us and supported this
Mission Trip.

Upcoming Events

Sept. 13th - 6:30-8:30pm - Regular youth group meetings resume.
7th-12th graders. Invite and bring a friend.

Sept. 15th - 6:30-8:30pm - Bible study will begin promptly at 6:30pm,
please be on time so that we can be considerate of those that need
to leave at 8:30pm. We will be studying the Book of James.

Oct. 2nd - LIYFC (L.I. Youth For Christ) Impact 2009 hosted at North-
port Baptist Church is bringing in 'The Altered Minds Tour'. Tickets
must be ordered before Sept.15th to get them at $15. Any orders
after Sept.15th will cost $20. More info at www.liyfcevents.org and
w.reachrecords.com/alteredmindstourpromo

Please continue to pray for the Youth Program as we aspire to bring

the Word of God to each youth and teach them to

apply it to their lives. Yo,an ({;rwr
/./@;#

God Bless o &/
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MISSION FOCUS

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at the

Nautilus Diner
Saturday, September 12th 8:00 - 9:30 AM
Come and join us in a time of fellowship,
conversation and renewal!

Men'S

Fellowship Breakfast

Reformed Church World Ser-
vice (RCWS) is a ministry of com-
passion and hope. Its purpose is
to work with partners to alleviate
hunger and poverty and to seek
justice for people around the
world. RCWS aims to fulfill the
biblical mandate to feed the hun-
gry, give water to the thirsty, wel-
come the stranger, clothe the na-
ked, care for the sick, and visit
the imprisoned (Matthew 25:35-
36).

RCWS accomplishes its mis-
sion by:

e Providing emergency relief to
disaster victims and others in
need of immediate assistance.

e Participating in rehabilitation
for people who have lost their
homes and jobs.

e Encouraging development of
long-term solutions to overcome
the problems of hunger and pov-
erty.

e Challenging RCA members to
learn more about the root causes
of hunger and to give generously
of their resources to help their
neighbors who are poor and
hungry.

We at MRC help to support
RCWS with One Great Hour of
Sharing and special appeals fol-
lowing a disaster.

For more information,
go to www.rca.org.
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FAIR & AUCTION NEWS - OCTOBER 3, 2009

. October 3rd is coming soon.
«"  We need another great year for
.- our church. Let’s show our
% commitment by participating in
) 2 this year’s Fair and Auction.
> Many volunteers are needed.
During the summer people are
needed to organize, clean and number the auction
items. This would enable us to have the Auction
Catalog completed by September 13th. Please let
us know during the summer the area of the fair
you are going to work. We need your help! The
Fair and Auction is a great time of fellowship,
community bonding, and an opportunity to make
new and lasting friendships.

Do you do cratts, knit, crochet, paint, etc.”? Do
you bake? Are you cleaning out your attic or
basement? We need your treasures.

Now is the time for you to start bringing in
your auction items. Yes, we are accepting items
June through September 9th. Sufficient time is
needed to research, repair, and advertise these
items. Please no large pieces of furniture— only
small antique or unusual pieces will be accepted.

As you know, over the years the auction has
been raised to a new level. This year will be no
exception.

These are some items which can be donated
over the summer: cases of soda (diet, regular and
Sierra Mist); brown paper/plastic bags; utility
bags; 2 liter bottles of 7-Up; coffee and tea (decaf
and regular); sweet & low (1 box); packets of
sugar; and small bottles of water.

So, please keep us in mind this summer!

Please call: Auction: Judy Boyd - 798-6033
Fair: Leanore McKinley - 541-4866

Suggested Iltems for Flea Market

lamps small kitchen items
pictures trivets

frames, mirrors salt & pepper shakers
jewelry, jewelry box towel rack

dolls, doll houses pots and pans

glasses cookie jars, canisters
ice bucket spice jars or racks
new perfume mason jars

sewing basket scales

pottery dishes

brass egg beaters

irons
small kitchen appliances
old & new perfume bottles
tools/garden tools

(good condition)

new candles

Christmas items

fies

Games, small
sporting equipment

PLEASE NO:

Computers Bicycles Phones
TVs Paints Skis
Records Fax Machines

Exercise equipment

These items DO NOT SELL and must be
environmentally disposed of.

PLEASE MAKE SURE ITEMS ARE IN WORKING
CONDITION AND ARE CLEAN FOR RESALE.

WE URGE YOU TO BRING YOUR ITEMS
EARLY IN THE WEEK SO THERE IS
SUFFICIENT TIME TO PRICE THEM.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER Tst, IS THE LAST DAY TO
BRING IN ITEMS.

THE WEEK BEFORE THE FAIR, WE WILL NEED
HELP WITH PRICING.

IF YOU CAN HELP, PLEASE CALL LEANORE
McKINLEY AT 541-4866 OR
KAAREN HAJOHN AT 541-6694

Calling All MRC Women - Please Save This date!!
Monday, September 14th at 7:45PM
We will have our Fall Guild Planning Meeting and final Fair & Auction Plans will be made!
Your attendance and helpful suggestions will be deeply appreciated!

Call Leanore McKinley or Judy Boyd for more details!
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SEPTEMBER

COMMUNION PREPARATION

September 6
Peggy Mitchell and Family

October 4
Maureen Kours, Lois Schmitt

COMMUNION SERVERS

September 6
Doug Bove, Alec Duncan,

John Smits, Don Spruck, Beth Thompson

October 4
Gary Spero, Cathie Spruck,
Jones Wong, Art Armstrong, Richard Boyd

COUNTERS

6 - Judy Boyd, Lois Schmitt

13 - Cathie Spruck, Verna Robinson
20 - Alec Duncan, Joe Garbarino

27 - Gary Spero, Jane Smits

October 4
Doug Bove, Julian Bacchus

2 ‘
| PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH IF YOU CAN’T SERVE! |
USHERS
—_— HILD CARE
6 - Lew and Eric Breslau, CHILD CARE
Gary and Jake Spero 6 - 9:00AM
Verna and Matthew Robinson
13- Youth Group
20 - Cassidy Family 13 - 9:00 AM
) Christopher Farrell
27- Brooks Family Kelsey Cassidy
Octoberd - 20- 9:00 AM
Denm.s Hill, Al Brecht, Karyn Del Toro
Charlie Coles, Donald Clark Richard and Ryan Blount

27 - 9:00 AM
Marcelle Terner
Julian Bacchus

October 4
9:00 AM
Jason and Wendy Saar,
Nicolette Dammacco

COFFEE HOUR

6- To be announced
13 - Rally Day Brunch
20 - To be announced
27 - To be announced

October 4
To be announced

The Fall Rummage Sale will be
November 6th and 7th.
Please start collecting

items now!

Sept. 13 Rally Day Brunch

Adult Education Schedule

Sept. 20 The Bible from Scratch - Introducing the Bible
Sept. 27 The Bible from Scratch - The Books of the Law
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October News & Views Deadline. September 14, 2009
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THE MASSAPEQUA REFORMED CHURCH
STATEMENT OF MISSION

The Massapequa Reformed Church is a diverse and welcoming
family of faith where the worship of God in Jesus Christ is the

center of our life and purpose. We aim in these challenging
times to affirm Godods | ove f
Holy Spirit and strive to embody the grace, love, and hope of

Jesus Christ through opportunities for spiritual growth and

faithful service.










