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A Pastor’s
Perspective...

Dear Friends,

Inside this Newsletter in our Mission of the Month
Column, you will read about a conversation that
occurred in the home of the Titus Family, when they
first were hearing God's call to become our Mission
Partners in the Reformed Church's Global Missionary
Program in Croatia. Their conversation was
all about reflecting upon the question of
were they able to make the commitment to
leave their personal comfort zone in order to

in Croatia?

As I was thinking about their conversation about
making a difference, I realized that at the same time
their family was having that conversation, we as
individuals, as families and as a church family were
having conversations that focused on that same
question. For you see the way the Reformed Church in
America's Global Mission Ministry functions is a
Mission Team must secure its Mission support from
church families like ours before they are able to begin
their Mission journey. And so, back in the Fall of
2006, as we were individually and collectively
beginning our Stewardship Program and Challenge
Budget for 2007, one of the items we were discussing
was the request to provide an additional "Partner in
Mission Contribution" (PIM) for the new Titus Family
Mission to Croatia. And I imagine, because I know
that conversation occurred in our home, that part of our
reflection on this question focused on our individual
and collective ability and willingness to leave our
personal comfort zone by increasing our faith commit-
ment so that we could include this request in our 2007
Challenge Budget. Praise God for He blessed us with
the ability and willingness to make that commitment
and with our support the Titus Family has been in
Croatia making that difference for 3 years now and
on November 15th, we will hear about their Mission
in Croatia at our 9:30AM Worship.

“You Make
The
make a difference as a Mission team serving lef erence”

Of course, our conversations about this one specific
ministry of our church continue to be part of the life of
our church because it is true that our Stewardship Faith
Commitments do make the difference in terms of the
ministry of our church. We are called individually and
collectively to serve as instruments of God's grace in the
lives of our loved ones and all, near and far, who are
impacted by our faithful witness for Christ, and part of
the way we respond to that call is through our willingness
to provide the time, talents and treasures that
make our Church's ministry possible.

At our October 25th Congregational Meeting,
our Finance Commissioner Joe Garbarino and
our Stewardship Commissioner Gary Spero
provided an excellent summary of this year's
Stewardship Challenge. Joe explained how we
have for the second year in a row maintained all of our
essential services without any significant increase within
our 2010 Challenge budget. Gary then reminded us that to
meet this budget, and avoid the necessity of repeating last
year's Summer Stewardship Drive, we would need to
prayerfully consider increasing our 2010 Faith Commit-
ments. In making this request, Gary challenged us to:
"look into our hearts and minds and decide, not what
to give to God, but what to give back to God".

You have heard me, and every pastor in your life
before me, express the truth that in terms of our Church's
ministry: "YOU MAKE THE DIFFERENCE" and you
have responded generously to that challenge. Now it is
time to continue that tradition of faithful stewardship as
we respond to the Challenge and opportunity that is
present within our 2010 Challenge Budget. During the
month of November, as we approach our wonderful
Thanksgiving Celebration, let us demonstrate our
Thanksgiving to our God through our generous response
to the Stewardship Challenge that has been placed before
us. Should you have any questions, or concerns, always
feel free to speak to Joe, Gary or myself. Together, let
us continue to make that difference!

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Steve




Litany of
Remembrance

On Sunday,
November 1st,
during our
9:30 AM
Worship,
we will
include a special
Litany of
Remembrance
for loved ones who
have died and
entered into the
nearer presence of
God this past year.

If you would like
to have a loved one
included, please

call Pastor Steve at
516-799-5158.
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Music Notes

Special Thanksgiving Services

The Senior Choir is planning on participating in our commu-
nity’s annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, November
22nd at the Beth-El Synagogue. The choir will be joining choirs
from other churches and synagogues in the area in performing spe-
cial combined anthems. The Senior Choir will also be offering
special Thanksgiving music at our own Thanksgiving Eve service on
November 25th.

Christmas Cantata

Rehearsals have begun for our annual Christmas Cantata in
mid-December. All church members, high school students through
adult, are invited to join the cantata choir and sing in our cantata.
This is a great opportunity to sing with the choir at this special time
of year even if you can only sing during this season. Rehearsals for
the cantata are on Thursday nights 7:45-8:30 PM. Why not get into
the Christmas spirit and join us as we prepare for this special musical
event!

A Moment for
STEWARDSHIP

We are rich only through what we give; and poor only through what
we refuse and keep.”

Anne Swetchine (1782-1857), Russian-French writer

News & Views “Staft”

Rev. Dr. Stephen Giordano
Pastor
Barbara Kohler, Secretary
Linda Wong, Editor

All Are Welcomed!!
Praise and Prayer Contemporary Service
Every Wednesday 7:30 PM
Come celebrate and be renewed.
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LAST CALL FOR
THANKSGIVING BASKETS

Each year, our Sunday School children do make
a difference! This year we will be collecting our
food from the beginning of September through
mid-November.

Baskets are creatively turned into beautifully decorated baskets of
cheer. They are delivered shortly before Thanksgiving, filled with
cards, food and love.

Thank you for helping us make this happen! Please bring your
food offerings to Sunday School following the schedule below:

Nov. 8 Boxed Stuffing & Boxed Mashed Potatoes

Other needed items that were collected already but can
still be donated are as follows: September 13 - Cookies and Candy;
September 20th - Coffee and Tea; September 27 - Juice;

October 4 - Nuts; October 11 - Canned Vegetables; October 18 -
Fruit Cocktail and Canned Yams; October 25th - Cranberry
Sauce and Canned Gravy.

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Please join us on Sunday, November 22 at 7:00 PM
Temple Beth-El (99 Jerusalem Ave.)

Our offering will support: The INN;
Marzon; and Project Micah.

All are encouraged to bring a non-perishable
food gift.

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH AT 8:00 PM

PLEASE PLAN TO TAKE PART IN THIS SPECIAL
SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING!

OUR OFFERING WILL SUPPORT REFORMED
CHURCH WORLD SERVICE

Mission of the Month

Eric and Nancy Titus

Imagine the conversation
around the Titus family’s table,
when Eric and Nancy were feeling
the call to leave their church in
upstate New York to travel to war
-torn Croatia? Yes, it was a time
of relative peace in Croatia but to
call it a tranquil or peaceful
setting would be anything but
accurate.

But still God's call weighed
heavily upon their hearts and the
Titus family knew that the
scourge of war had devastated
Croatia and that the Church of
Jesus Christ had been greatly
impacted.

And so with a faith and trust in
God, along with financial and
prayer support from congrega-
tions like our own, in 2007 the
Titus family left for their Mission
in Croatia. What did they find?
How have their mission efforts
been received? What is the future
of Christ’s Church in Croatia?

These and other questions will
be the focus when the Titus family
comes to visit our Church on
Sunday, November 15th. Come
and welcome these friends, who
are truly heroic examples of faith!

For more
information:

RCA.org

We reserve this column
each month for

inspirational thoughts.

We welcome contributions
from everyone!

Send your poems, prayers,
or thoughts to the church
office.
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Food
Pantry

Did you know?
There are Waldbaum’s
vouchers, which are
used just like cash, in
the food pantry. Did
you know that you can
donate money
specifically for that
community outreach?
All you do is contact
Judy Boyd (798-6033),
Daphne Blount
(631-952-3812)
or Maureen Kours
(631-691-6369)
and they will take care
of the details.

We can also use the
tollowing items in the
pantry: children’s cereal
and snacks, juice, pasta
and sauce, tuna,
macaroni & cheese,
coffee, canned vegeta-
bles, soup and the like.

Please check expiration
dates.

3
5

Consistory Highlights

Consistory met on Wednesday, October 21 and discussed the following:

Communications: Due to financial considerations, the News and Views will
remain at eight pages as a lengthier version is more costly. The Lectionary
will continue to be printed in the Church office.

Youth Ministry: There continues to be consistent attendance at youth group
with an average of approximately 20 youths attending the meetings. The Youth
Group plans to hold a winter retreat in January in combination with a church in
Pennsylvania. There are plans to have a spaghetti dinner on January 3 to defray
the costs of the winter retreat.

Pastor’s Report: Millie Goddard has retired as secretary for the MRC Nurs-
ery School. The Nursery School in conjunction with the Church plans to rec-
ognize her in Church followed by a celebration at coffee hour.

Congregational Care: Verna reported on the members of the Church pres-
ently in need of support. She will set up schedules for meals and other services
as needed. Anyone willing to help with those needs should contact Verna Rob-
inson.

Mission: Eric Titus, an RCA missionary, will be preaching the sermon on
Sunday, November 15. Mission will also be the focus of the February meeting
of classis.

Outreach: The Christmas Outreach Bulletin Board will be available on No-
vember 15. The wrapping of the gifts along with a luncheon will be held on
December 13.

Family Care:

December 2 - Advent Wreath making and lasagna dinner.
December 13 — Santa’s picnic and wrapping of the outreach gifts.
December 20 — Christmas Pageant followed by a reception.
December 20 — Lunch for carolers’ at 11:30 followed by caroling.

Classis: Pastor Steve has been elected president of Classis.

Christmas is Coming
It’s Tiime To Adopt-A-Family

Once again, this year our Christmas Outreach Project will
allow us to adopt a family for Christmas.
Lists of children from local and military families will be
available on the Bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall
no later than November 15th.

Help us to share the true meaning and joy of Christmas!
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é I read a devotional called “My Utmost For His Highest” by
F ' M F m M M MF Oswald Chambers every evening before going to bed. This
1 devotional from October 5 has really had me thinking and I
' " |" it wanted to share it with you
AN you.
AR L

“Wherefore as by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Romans 5:12

“The Bible does not say that God punished the human race for one man’s sin; but that the
disposition of sin, my claim to my right to myself, entered into the human race by one man, and
that another Man took on Him the sin of the human race and put it away (Hebrews 9:26) - an
infinitely profounder revelation. The disposition of sin is not immorality and wrongdoing, but the
disposition of self-realization — I am my own god. This disposition may work out in decorous mo-
rality or in indecorous immorality, but it has the one basis, my claim to my right to myself. When
Our Lord faced men with all the forces of evil in them, and men who were clean living and moral
and upright, He did not pay any attention to the moral degradation of the one or to the moral at-
tainment of the other; He looked at something we do not see, the disposition.

Sin is a thing I am born with and I cannot touch it; God touches sin in Redemption. In the
Cross of Jesus Christ God redeemed the whole human race from the possibility of damnation
through the heredity of sin. God nowhere holds a man responsible for having the heredity of sin.
The condemnation is not that I am born with a heredity of sin, but if when I realize Jesus Christ
came to deliver me from it, I refuse to let Him do so, from that moment I begin to get the seal of
damnation. “And this is the judgment” (the critical moment), “that the light is come into the
world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light.” (John 3:19)

God didn’t sacrifice His Son for our symptoms of sin; He sacrificed His Son so that the deep down
heredity of sin, the disposition of sin could be wiped away. But only if I am willing to accept this gift

fromGod. it hat i f you confess with your mouth t
raised Him from t heRoth@mald9 you will be save
God Bless you as you seek The Lord.

Juan Toro

Youth Director

(

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Womenos Bi bl

M egf;:ﬁggl;lyli p Each Tuesday at 9:30 AM the women of
Breakfast our Church gather for an
will be held on | enjoyable time of fellow-
Saturday, November 14th ship and inspiration.
at 8 AM at the Nautilus

All women are invited to

RSVP by Nov. 13th 516 799-5158 come when they can.

Sekoiisolsnasosbssioioso
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Guild gﬁg WATY
N e w S for the future of women in the Reformed Church in America

FALL RUMMAGE SALE Fair and Auction Report
November 6th and 7th

Leanore McKinley and Judy Boyd would like
to extend their sincere thanks to all who|made

NEEDED: all of your outgrown, unused and clean, useable . - .
this yeard6s Fair and

clothes.

Over $14,000 was raised for our Church and a
From Monday, November 2nd to Thursday, . good time was had by all. Thanks!
November 5th we need volunteers to help sort, fold, organize and
price items. Appliances $ 198.25
Volunteers are also needed to help with the sale on Friday and Sat- Auction 10,550.80
urday. Baked Goods, books, linens and jewelry are also welcome. Bake Sale 409.11

’ ’ Books 229.80
Infant or children’s furniture cannot be accepted. Catalog & Paddle 38.00
In addition, due to the recent massive toy recalls, we WILL NOT Christmas 212.75
accept any toys. Coffee & Cake 111.30
Join the fun and get to know other members of the church! Cookie Walk 197.06
Crafts & Plants 299.60
Donations 200.00
TaSter”y Slmple Flea Market 530.70
' Games 00.00
%7~ Want to spend an evening sampling| |Hot Dogs, Water, Soda 353.50
delicious dips, sauces, Jewelry 462.40
. . Luncheon 454.50

and breads--all of which involve no Toys 208.41
more than two ingredients? Then join ¥ Vegetables 251.70
us at this special program, Tastefully ()% Woodwork 150.00

Simple sponsored by Wo menod s

Guild, on Monday, November 9th Total $14.857.88
starting at 8 PM. U
5 &*
At this program, you will have the opportunity to : There will be a §
purchase some of these simpleto-make, but tasty|: ‘ Guild Planning Meeting 4
products. Prices are reasonable and twenty percent of & on Monday, November 16th
the money raised wildl glc: at 7:45PM. Suiol
Christmas Dinner
Inviting all the women of MRC to the Christmas Dinner on Monday, December 7th in Fellowship Hall.
The eveningbs festivities include:
§ Sharing your home-baked cookies for dessert and distribution to our Church shut
ins. (Bring a batch)
§ Naughty Angel Grab Bagdwi t h a t wi st . Dondét mi t he
participation is optional)
§ Dinner and conversation (Please join us!)
§ Dinner is provided for all. Please RSVP by calling the Church Office.
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NOVEMBER

USHERS
l- The Youth Group
8- The Blount Family, Rowan
Brooks

15 - Rick and Nick Pollich,
Jones and Daniel Wong

22 - Alec and Laura Duncan,
Clint and Kathy Goodwin

25 - Bob and Candee Auletta,
Don and Cathie Spruck
(Thanksgiving Eve)

29 - Joseph and Carol Garbarino,
Jane and John Smits

December 6:
The Youth Group

COMMUNION PREPARATION

November 1:
Peggy Mitchell and Family

December 6:
Candee Auletta and Family

COMMUNION SERVERS

November 1I:

Dick Thompson, Judy Boyd,

Kathleen Casserly, Charlie
Coles,

Laura Duncan

December 6.
Doug Bove, Alec Duncan,

CHILD CARE
1- 9:00 AM
Julian Bacchus, Kelsey Cassidy
8- 9:00 AM
Janet Pianese, Samantha McCool
15- 9:00 AM
Karyn Del Toro,
Richard and Ryan Blount
22 - 9:00 AM

Marcelle Terner,
Nicolette Dammacco

29 - 9:00 AM
Jason and Wendy Saar
December 6:
Christopher Farrell,
Richard and Ryan Blount
COFFEE HOUR

I- Linda and Jones Wong
8 - Susan Fluhr, Heide Hoblin
15 - Harriet Cummings, Bill Brown
22 - Judy and Richard Boyd
29 - To be announced
December 6:
The Blounts

COUNTERS

1 - Alec Duncan, Joe Garbarino

8 - Gary Spero, Jane Smits

15 - Doug Bove, Julian Bacchus

22 - Dick Thompson, Candee Auletta
25 - Judy Boyd, Lois Schmitt

(Thanksgiving Eve)
29 - Cathie Spruck, Verna Robinson
December 6:
Alec Duncan, Joe Garbarino

On
Sunday,
Nov. 1,

we set our

clocks
back one
hour as
Daylight
Saving
Time ends.

Please call the
church office
if you can’t serve
on your assigned Sun-
day.

Adult Ed in November is
oThe Bible

Fr @r
Come, learn and enjoy.

SAVE THESE DATES

November 22 7 PM
November 25 8 PM
December 2 6:30 PM
December 13 Noon
December 20 9:30 AM

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
MRC Thanksgiving Eve Service

5

Christmas Pageant

AOULE~ @dpl EOT Ed £OEd! EU}
Advent Lunch and Wrapping Party
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Non-Profit Organization

The Massapequa Reformed Church U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No.11

302 Ocean Avenue Massapequa, N.Y. 11758

Massapequa, NY 11758

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office: (516) 799 -5158 Fax: (516) 799 -472 5

Website: www.massreformedchurch.org
Emall: pastorsteve @massreformedchurch.org

December News & Views Deadline: November 17, 2009
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THE MASSAPEQUA REFORMED CHURCH
STATEMENT OF MISSION

The Massapequa Reformed Church is a diverse and welcoming
family of faith where the worship of God in Jesus Christ is the

center of our life and purpose. We aim in these challenging
times to affirm Godods | ove f
Holy Spirit and strive to embody the grace, love, and hope of

Jesus Christ through opportunities for spiritual growth and

faithful service.







