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Dear Friends, 
 
     If you were asked the question: ñWhat is our greatest 

need?ò  How would you respond?  As we prepare to 

begin our Lenten Journey, let me suggest that the best 

answer to that question is found in these words spoken 

hundreds of years ago by the great Saint Augustine, who 

said: "O God, our hearts are restless until we find our rest 

in thee!"  Of course, this same truth was affirmed in 

different words by our Heidelberg Catechism that states: 

"Our only true (and unfailing) comfort in life and in 

death is that we belong body and soul to our faithful 

Savior, Jesus Christ".  It's true!  As our current 

economy reminds us, all of our temporal blessings are 

temporary, the hope that fills us with rest and 

peace always is found in our relationship with 

God!  

     But how is it that we can develop, maintain 

and enrich that relationship that fills our greatest 

need?  That relationship which will bring depth and 

integrity to all of our relationships with our loved ones 

and others and the peace that truly passes all human 

understanding.  That question, in the many forms it takes, 

will be the central question that we look at together 

during our Lenten Season here at the Massapequa 

Reformed Church and I invite you to be part of the 

conversation. 

     As you consider that invitation to use our Lenten 

Season as a time for reflection, repentance and renewal in 

our relationship with the Lord, let me assure you that the 

quality of our relationship with God is, like every other 

relationship we have in life, dependent upon our personal 

commitment to give it the time and energy that it needs 

and deserves.  To sat it simply, as one classic Hymn puts 

it, if we want to have a relationship with God that gives 

us a sense of true peace at all times and in all situations, 

we need to regularly: "Take Time To Be Holy". 

     It was with that hymn, and the reality that it 

represents, in mind, that recently in the February 7th 

Edition of Newsday I provided the following response to 

their weekly "Asking the Clergy" question: What do you 

think of in moments of silence?  My response, in part, 

was that during moments of silence after an individual or 

collective prayer: "I always feel a great sense of 
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appreciation that a God who is so awesome would deem to 

have as one of his priorities listening to my concerns.  We 

live in such a fast paced world that we have become un- 

comfortable with silence and reflection.  As Christians, we 

look to Jesus as our model and part of His lifestyle was 

finding time within the rapid pace of His life for prayer and 

reflection that would renew Him in His spiritual walk.  My 

piece of advice would be for all of us to think about the 

most important relationships we have in our lives.  Then, to 

think about how that relationship would be so much less 

meaningful if we didn't spend time talking to that loved one.  

Just as we rightly make it a priority to find time to develop 

those relationships, we need to take the time that is 

necessary to develop our relationship with God.  There is an 

old Hymn that reminds us to "Take Time To Be Holy".  In 

whatever form that works for us, we need to take that time 

to continue to grow in our relationship with God! 

     Lent is here and it is the perfect time to make a 

commitment to observe a holy Lenten season of 

prayer, reflection and repentance so that we can 

truly prepare ourselves to experience the joy and 

renewal that Easter offers to us and to all people.  But it is 

far easier to make that commitment then it is sometimes to 

live it.  Life is not going to slow down during Lent and we 

will be pulled in many directions.  It will be easy for Lent to 

come and go without finding that "Time To Be Holy" and 

thus meeting our greatest need.  Don't let it happen to you or 

your loved ones.  If Sunday is impossible some week, then 

for the Lenten Season make the commitment to attend our 

Wednesday Prayer and Praise Service.  In short, as I said in 

my Newsday answer: In whatever form that works for us, 

we need to take that time to continue to grow in our 

relationship with God!  For to make and honor that 

commitment is the way we will enjoy: a blessed Lent, a 

renewing Easter and fill our lives and the lives of our loved 

ones with the peace of God that truly passes all human 

understanding! 

      I began this letter by asking the question: What is our 

greatest need?  All other sources of comfort and hope are 

limited save one, which is the knowledge that in life and in 

death, we belong body and soul to our faithful Savior Jesus 

Christ.  May this Lenten Season be a time when we make 

and honor our commitment to grow in that knowledge! 
   Grace and Peace, 

   Pastor Steve 

   

Our  
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Need 
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Praise and Prayer  

Contemporary Service  

Led by Pastor Steve  

Every Wednesday Evening  

7:30 PM  

 

 

 

 

World Day 
Of 

Prayer 
 

On March 6th, Christian 
women of the Massapequas 

will join together to celebrate 
World Day of Prayer at  

The Massapequa  
Reformed Church 
302 Ocean Avenue 

Massapequa 
 

  As we worship together, 
women all over the world will 

also be  
participating in this event. 

 
World Day of Prayer is  

sponsored by Church Women 
United and takes place on the 

first Friday in March  
every year.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark your calendars é 

Friday, March 6th 
at 1:00 PM.  

 

 

 

 

A brief Consistory meeting was held at the Consistory Retreat 

that was held in January.  

Finance and Treasurerõs Report:  The Challenge Budget 

for 2009 was discussed.  Several changes were made to the 

budget.  These changes will be printed and available on Sun-

day, January 25.  The budget will be voted on at the Congre-

gational Meeting on Sunday, February 1.  Joe also reported 

that he has met with the Director of the Nursery School and 

will be meeting with them during the year about budget and 

accounting concerns.  

Evangelism and Church Growth:  Jane Smits will con-

tinue to send pictures and news articles about our Church 

throughout the year to our local newspapers.  She will be tak-

ing pictures at the upcoming Blood Drive.  

Pastorõs Report:  A new tenant has moved into the Parson-

age.  Painting was done to update the house prior to the ten-

ant moving in.  

New Business:  Dot Doxey was elected from our church to   

be a òFriend of Warwick.ó  She will be asked to represent     

our church at a dinner to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of     

Warwick.  

Financial Concerns:  Although the Consistory was very 

happy to hear that we had completed 2008 with a balanced 

budget, the shortfall in 2009 Faith Commitments led to the 

painful decision to freeze our Mission Budget and all staff 

salaries for 2009.  
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In A Different Voiceé 
 
On February 1 of this year, Rev. Dr. 
Arthur Caliandro preached his final 
sermon at Marble Collegiate Church. 
 
Dr. Caliandro took over from Dr. 
Norman Vincent Peale at Marble and 
saw the church through changing 
times.  He gave gay members meeting 
space in the church, founded an 
interfaith group with leading rabbis 
and imams, adopted a group of Harlem 
sixth graders and paid their college 
tuition, put women on the board for the 
first time, built an online ministry that 
now reaches millions and charmed 
celebrity members while still preaching 
to the masses.  He created a fluttering 
war memorial to those killed in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, handing a gold ribbon 
on the churchõs fence for each American 
soldier killed and a blue ribbon for the 
many civilian casualties. 
 
We at MRC were privileged to have 
had a long relationship with both Dr. 
Peale and Dr. Caliandro.  Dr. Peale  
was at the dedication of our church and 
Dr. Caliandro at the re-dedication after 
the church fire.  The last time Dr. 
Caliandro preached at MRC was at a 
service in April of 2005. 
 
In his final sermon, òGo With Faith,ó 
Dr. Caliandro quoted Jesusõ command- 
ment to love thy neighbor as thyself.  
òReally, what it is all about is love.  
That which every human being, every 
one of us needs and wants more than 
anything else is to be in a relationship 
or in relationships where we feel safe.  
Relationships where we are accepted, 
affirmed and forgiven.  This is what 
Christianity is.  The essence of   
Christianity is that kind of love.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month as we continue our period of Lent we remember the 

sacrifice our Lord made for us and we reflect on our relationship 

with Him.  During this season the music at our church is generally 

be more meditative and reflective in tone as we remember the price 

that our Lord paid for our sins and the cost of our discipleship.  It is 

our hope that you will truly be blessed by the music during this 

holy season.  

 

The following is the text of one special song our Senior Choir will 

sing this month which speaks of Christôs sacrifice for us. 

The Love of Christ, Who Died for Me 

 

The love of Christ who died for me is more than mind can know; 

 His mercy measureless and free to meet the debt I owe. 

He came my sinful cause to plead, He laid His glories by, 

 For me a homeless life to lead, a shameful death to die. 

My sins I only see in part, my self regarding ways; 

 The secret places of my heart, lie bare before His gaze. 

For me the price of sin He paid; My sins beyond recall, 

 Are all alike on Jesus laid, He died to bear them all. 

        

 

On Sunday, March 15, we feature a song that involves our Senior 

Choir , Handbell Choir  and the congregation. 

 

During this special time of Lent and Easter, we invite you to join 

one of our choirs even if youôre not an experienced singer.  The 

most important thing is a willingness to learn and to serve. We wel-

come all new members ï even if you can only sing during this sea-

son.  Special rehearsals will be offered after church to accommo-

date members who cannot attend midweek rehearsals during the 

regular season. 

Blessings and peace, 

John Mayhew 

Director of Music & Organist 

 

 

We reserve this column each month 
for inspirational thoughts.  

We welcome contributions from  
everyone!  Send your poems, prayers or 

thoughts to the church office. 
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Sunday School News! 
 
Sunday, March 15th   4-6 PM      Family Fun Day of Bowling  
 
Sunday, March 29th   Noon       Sunday School staff meeting  

               and Easter Egg preparation   

Saturday, April 4th    10:30-Noon       Annual Easter Egg Hunt  

               (Rain or Shine)  

 
Food Pantry 

 
 

Did you knowé..   

There are Waldbaumõs 

vouchers, which are 

used just like cash, in 

the food pantry. 

Did you knowé.. 

that you can donate 

money specifically for 

that community out-

reach?  
 
All you do is contact 

Judy Boyd (798-6033),  

Daphne Blount  (631-

952-3812) or Maureen 

Kours (631-691-6369) 

and they will take care 

of the details.   
 
We can also use the 

following items in the 

pantry: childrenõs cereal 

and snacks, macaroni & 

cheese, juice, coffee, 

pasta and sauce, tuna,  

canned vegetables, 

soup and the like.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Please check  

expiration dates. 

The Youth Corner 
 
ñDo you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? 

Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes 

into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a 

crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I 

do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so 

that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.ò 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
 

Training Camp: Training over Trying .  This was our theme for our 

youth group winter weekend, which was held at Camp DeWolfe in Wading 

River, LI from Feb.6-8, 2009. 

 What did our youth learn at winter weekend?  We learned that trying to 

be a ñgoodò Christian just doesnôt work.  Everybody gets tired of trying and 

not seeing any improvement or even just seeing improvement for a short while 

and then falling back into the same old rut.  We learned that just because you 

attend church, youth group and help others, that does not make you a ñgoodò 

Christian.  We learned that you have to ñtrainò yourself to be a Christian, to be 

a little Christ, to be a follower of Jesus.   

 Thatôs what Paul says in 1 Cor. 9:24-27.  Paul is talking about running 

the ñraceò of life in such a way as to get the prize.  Heôs not talking about the 

prize of entering heaven.  You got that when you accepted Jesus into your 

heart.  Now heôs talking about the way that you live the rest of your life.  Will 

you be honored in heaven for it?  Will you get a ñwell done good and faithful 

servantò from Jesus or will you get a ñwhew, just made it.ò   

 Are you out there making a difference for the kingdom of God in your 

family, at your school, at your workplace, on your team, in your church?  Why 

donôt you start your training now?  Start by reading the Bible.  Join the 

youth club & youth group in their ó30 days of Devotionô challenge.  Spend 

some time everyday for 30 days reading your Bible.  You can use a devo-

tional like óOur Daily Breadô, óStreams in the Desertô or óMy Utmost for His 

Highestô.  These can all be found online as well as hardcopy.  Ask Juan for a 

copy of the óOur Daily Breadô if you donôt have one.  Join us in running the 

race to win the prize. 
 
God Bless you all as you seek the Lord, 

   Juan Toro 

   Youth Director 
 
All Bible excerpts were taken from the New International Version of the Bible on 

www.biblegateway.com 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

        
   
   Reaching out for Christ in Africa 
are Greg and Ruth De Haan.  Greg 
and Ruth, with their children 
Nathaniel, Sarah, James and 
Jonathan, bring this monthôs 
mission focus  to the Sudan. 
 
     Thirty years of civil war in 
southern Sudan have left millions of 
people dead or displaced, most of 
the countryôs infrastructure and its 
institutions destroyed.  Opportunities 
for formal education are almost 
nonexistent. While the Christian 
church has grown dramatically, 
many of its leaders have little Bible 
knowledge or training. 
 
     Greg works with ACROSS, a 
Christian ministry established to 
respond to chal lenges and 
opportunities in Sudan.  Greg works 
at the liaison office in Nairobi, Kenya 
where he links Sudan field activities 
with ACROSSôs supporting churches 
and partners.  The RCA is providing 
books and training materials to help 
an Episcopal Church diocese train 
its pastors. 
 
     Ruth served for several years in  
Nigeria with Christian Reformed 
World Missions.  Greg and Ruth also 
work with the adult literacy project in 
Sudan. 
 
     Please keep the De Haan family 
in your prayers as they strive to 
bring Christôs peace to this war 
ravaged area.  Pray for additional 
staff, especially in areas of health- 
care, education and program 
leadership. 
 
Learn more about the De Haans 
further on in this newsletter. 

Itôs Here Again! 

Spring Rummage Sale 

March 27th and 28th 
 

Itôs almost Spring and time to clean out your 

closets and bring down your unwanted cloth-

ing, toys, knickknacks and jewelry.  It is also a 

good time to donate all those lovely gifts that you have never used 

to our famous Boutique Table.  Donations will be accepted from 

Sunday, March 22nd through Wednesday, March 25th.  The sale 

is scheduled for Friday, March 27th and Saturday, March 28th.  
 

Please make sure that all clothing is clean and 

 in good wearable condition.  

 Due to Government recalls, no small toys are being accepted. 
 
Volunteers are most welcome during the week before the sale and 

on sale days.  It is a non-paying volunteer job but priceless in the 

amount of Christian love you will receive.  Please contact Rowan 

Brooks to see how and when your skills can be best employed.      
   Prayers and love, 

   Rowan Brooks 

Itõs Time to 
Honor Dot Doxey  

One of the truly amazing servants of the Lord  
here at our Church is Dot Doxey! 

 
Dot has served our Church as Vice President of Consistory, 

Elder, Classis Delegate and in a host of other ways! 
 

One of her òtrue lovesó in terms of ministry service is the  
Warwick Center where she has been the representative from 

our Church and Classis for over 20 years. 
 

Recently, our Consistory elected her to serve as our òFriend of 
Warwickó representative  

and now she will be honored at a Synod-wide Dinner on  
Sunday, April 26th at the  

Sheraton Crossroads in Mahwah, NJ. 
The cost is $60 (scholarships are available) 
and carpools will leave MRC at 2:30 PM. 

 
Sign up at the Church Action Table or call (516) 799-5158 

New Members Class 
 

If you would like to formally join our  

Church Family, please speak to Pastor Steve as a New 

Members Class is forming soon! 
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Sunday, March 15th 
4-6 PM 

                             The entire Church Family is Welcomed! 
 

Bowling, Pizza and Awesome Fellowship 
 

Sign up at the Church Action Table 

Lenten Sermon and Adult Ed Series 
 
Starting on Sunday, March 1st, we will have a special sermon and Adult Ed Series 
focused on the Book of Acts.  
 
What was life like in the days of the early Church?  More importantly, what do 
these experiences have to say to us as we continue their same mission?   
 
Come and be part of an exciting and helpful conversation. 

 
Lenten Daily Devotionals 

 
Once again this year, we will be using the Lectionary readings included in this newsletter for our 

Lenten Daily Devotionals.  Pastor Steve will send out occasional emails and best of  all, if  we get 
32 people to sign up, we can see our youth group shave Juanõs head 

at the March 22nd Youth Group Meeting! 

Men s Fellowship Breakfast 
 

Saturday, March 7th at 8:00 AM 

at the Nautilus Diner 

All of the men are        

encouraged  

to attend! 

Womenõs Bible Study 
 

Womenõs Bible Study 
 meets every 

 Tuesday morning  
 

Refreshments are served at 9:00 AM. 
Bible Study begins at 9:30 AM. 
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Spring Rummage Sale 
Bring us your unwanted clothing, toys, knickknacks, 

and jewelry.  Donations will be accepted from Sunday, 

March 22 through Wednesday, March 25th. Spring 

Rummage Sale is scheduled for Friday and Saturday 

March 27th and 28th here at MRC. Volunteers are 

needed before, during and after the sale. Ask Rowan 

Brooks how your skills can best be employed.  

�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ��

 
�7�K�H���:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���*�X�L�O�G�� 
invites all women of 

Massapequa Reformed Church to 
join our events and meetings. 

 
�2�X�U���Q�H�[�W���:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���*�X�L�O�G�� 

Planning Meeting 
 will be on  

Monday, March 2, 2009. 

        
          Womenôs Guild Retreat 
 
          �7�K�H���:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���*�X�L�O�G���5�H�W�U�H�D�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�H�O�G���R�Q 
     Friday afternoon, April 24th - Saturday, April 25th 
                                      at the  

Little Portion Friary in Mt. Sinai 
 

  The retreat will be led by Kathleen Casserly 
 

                               The cost is $90 and includes meals and your room. 
 

This is a wonderful time of fellowship, rest and spiritual growth 
for all women of the church. 

 
In order to be certain that we meet the minimum required for the retreat house,  

your early commitment is needed.   
 

Please see Susan Fluhr or Kaaren Hajohn by March 25th 
 if you are planning to attend the retreat. 

 
We hope you can join us! 


