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A Past or O0S responses tothat ministry, but as my fable
i continues, we hear that there was one person who
Perspectlve. o had no doubts. "Yes, | knew this day would come!
At first, the Shepherd's vision had seemed unclear,
but then when those three visitors from the East
came to present their gifts, | was certain of who
this child was. And now, after all of these years,

Dear Friends,

The story | am about to tell you is totally our waiting Is over."
fictional like any good fable. However, like other Yes, that was a time of joy for the Innkeeper
good fables, | believe it has a message that is and many others. But in the final chapter of this
worthy of our reflection as we prepare for our fable, we come to the events of Holy Week when
Holy Week Celebration. our Innkeeper's faith was challenged greatly. We

My fictional fable starts on the day after pick up his story on_Saturday, the day between
Christmas. You remember, from the Good Friday's tragedy and Easter's
Gospel's true account of that event tt AN joy. "lI'don't know what to think.
there was a kindly Innkeeper, who How could this be possible? This is

found a much needed place of resplt' Easter Fabl@e worst day in our lives. All of our
and comfort for Mary and Joseph. A opes seem to have vanished and yet,

my fable begins, the Innkeeper is discussing with can we still find hope in the promise
his wife the events of the previous day. "I cannot He made to rise again? It seems impossible, but
believe what happened right here in the stable all things are possible with Go_d. I kn_ow one thing.
behind our Inn. | knew that | was doing the right | Was not going to abandon Him at His hour of
thing by finding this poor family a place to rest need. As | looked at His mother, it was hard to

after their hard journey, but | had no idea that the ~fémember the young maiden but as she stood by

young maiden was so close to giving birth. Now, her son's side, so did I' From the day that He was
| have heard about the vision that some of our born | have done my best to be faithful to Him and

local shepherds had and if they are to be believed, Yesterday was no different. What does tomorrow
the child who was born in our stable is the long ~ Nold? I don't know but I do know that with God

promi sed Messiah! o T h a all things are possible and | am going to hold tha} | ¢
to believe but then our Scriptures teach that with ~ NOpe today, tomorrow and forever.”
God all things are possible. Is this possible? So the fable concludes and now as we approach
We'll have to wait and see. our Holy Week Celebration, it is our time to

And wait the Innkeeper and many others did. ~ continue to express our commitment to live as
For in the next thirty years of his life, the child people of hope who trust that with God, all things

who had been born in His stable continued to live are possible. Come and be part of our Holy Week
a humble life and any expectation that He was the preparation for the joy that Easter offers to us and
long promised Messiah had long been forgotten. to all. Cpme anql stand together, as we praise God
But it is true, as we all know, that with God all for the gifts of faith, hope and love!

things are possible and so after thirty years of
relative obscurity, Jesus began His public
ministry. Of course, there was a wide range of

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Steve




Consistory Highlighfﬁi/

Past or 0 sPas®eSeverannounced that a note had been received from Reverend Richard We|scott

announcing the decision to cl osTeeretwhsalisagmiAtident O f

fi

expressed by members of the consistory and a unanimous decision was made to send a letter in regponse

pressing our sentiments that a poor decision had been made in this matter.

Pastor Steve also reminded us about the rally occurring on February 19, 2009 concerning the upconp
budget cuts for YES. (Youth Environmental Services)

Pastor Steve also gave a brief report on his study leave on the Belhar Confession document.

Youth Ministry Report: Pastor Steve reported for Juan that a very successful youth retreat had beer
for 1314 members of the youth group.

ing

held

Mission: Doug Bove reported that on Sunday, February 22, Roger DeYoung, one of our mission pargners,

would be speaking at both the church service and at adult education.

Family Care: Cathie Spruck reported on the upcoming evemigpancake breakfast will be held on Sunday,

February 22 at noon in place of the Shrove Tuesday pancake supper.

A congregational Agape pot luck dinner will be held on Thursday, April 9.

The Womends Guild wildl be host i n gAlthe €hridieonicHurdhedp a y

in Massapequa have been invited.
A host church is stildl needed for the Womenos

The spring womends retrea&b has been schedul ed

Congregational Care:Verna Robinson expressed thanks to those who helped with the luncheon aftef
funeral of Stan Anderson.

C
f

Evangelism and Church Growth:Jane Smits reported that Easter ads will be placed in the local papefs.

Worship: There was discussion about the scheduling of ush®euggestion was made to schedule six

months in advance so that people were aware of their commitment and would have the ability to chahge

their scheduled date when needed.

Property: Dick Thompson reported thahe piano had been fixedVork is needed on the fax machine in
the office. The Spring Work Day has not been scheduled yet.

Communication: There was discussion on the phone chain used for notification of members about deaths

in the Church Family and other announcements in the Chuii¢his will be looked into and updated if
needed.
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Music Notes $=*

This month we culminate our Lenten season as we remember ou
Lordbébs sacrifice during Holy

On Palm Sunday both ottandbell Choir and ourSenior Choir

wi || be featured as we r ememb
salem. On Maundy Thursday of Holy Week we remember our
Lordbébs | ast supper with His d

ior Choir and our soloist, JAnn Dammacco. On Good Friday we|
will share our traditional Good Friday service at our church whic
will feature the combined choirs with the Massapequa Commur
Presbyterian Church.

On Easter Sunday as we celeb
reflects this joyful celebration from the starting peals oftdand-
bell Choir to the powerful anthems by o8enior Choir and the cli-
matic strains of thélallelujah Chorussung by our entire congregat
tion! One of the joyful anthems which our Senior Choir will pres
on Easter that proclaims with the message that our Savior is ali
will be Resurrection Chorus

Resurrection Chorus

Sing the resurrection chorus; Jesus is alive!
Christ has died and risen for us; Jesus is alive!
Sing aloud and shout the message; Jesus is alive!
He has opened heavends

Alleluia! Now we cry to our King immortal,

passaé

Who, triumphant, burst the &
AAll el ui ad with the Son, God
AAll eluiad yet again to the
Life your voice, exalt Him ever, Jesus is alive!
Thus wedl |l worship Him forey
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Jesus is alive!

At this holy Easter season,

- for Jesus is alive!

Easter blessings!
John Mayhew, Director of Music & Organist

Menobdéds Fell owshi

at the Nautilus Diner
Saturday, April 11th  8:00 9:30 AM

Pastor Steve will lead a conversation about
AQuestions of Fai

~
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In A Different Voiceé

The Empty Tomb

When the Sabbath was over, Mary |
e Magy the mother of James, and Sz
spices, so that they could go and anoir]
very early in the morning on the first
week, tiey, Gamedor thg gombs jyst ag
rising. Mark 16: )

AiSidur gBspefsS Maﬂh‘ev&, Wané P

and John are generally very much
but there are differences in de

Luke has two n|
PnE angeh whilg Jo

ngel 's.

names in two of the gospels are sli

different. Luke omits the mess

rgported by Mark that the disciples
"6 meet Jesus in Galilee. In Mark,

the sepulcher,

they are unable to deliver the mes
On the other hand in Luke, the won
go and report all that has occurred.

These details are not necesy
have aré @FkeSsionssSin Rumbn |
of a phenomenon that far transcen
suman experierce  The rrutly of
[story OF dhe hempty pomhb idees nf
Segpendi an oul aldlityntg .devise
satisfactory explanation of th

differenceg, byt Jathersthetiemeng
effect that the event had on

Read all of the resurrection account

et Ratt ZBSﬁSa MMark i6n$ G

Luke 24 112, John 20-19

and then remember the words we
during communion,

Christ has died, Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

p=Breaktast

We reserve this column each month
for inspirational thoughts. We
welcome contributions from
everyone! Send your poems, prayers

t b Bougnts to the church office.

contradictionsd the descriptions we

disciples and on subsequent history.
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Food
Pantry

Did you know?
There are We
vouchers, which are used
just like cash, in the food
pantry.

Did you know that you
can donate money
specifically for that

community outreach?
All you do is contact

Judy Boyd (798 -6033),

Daphne Blount
(631-952-3812)
or Maureen Kours
(631-691-6369)
and they will take care of
the detalils.
We can also use the
following items in the
pantry: c hi

& snacks, juice, tuna,

pasta & sauce, macaroni

& cheese, coffee, canned

vegetables, soup and the
like. Also needed:
toiletries and laundry
cleaning supplies .

Please check
expiration dates.

1
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ESaturday. April 4th Easter Egg Hunt - 10:30 Noon
ESunday. April 12th Easter Sunday No Sunday School

: Sunday, April 19th Regular schedule resumes
l dbaumds

> >
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Sunaay School News!

The Youth Corner

this very
t until

confident of

iébeing
[ wi || compl ete i

in you

This verse i s a pr@gains
then this is a promise to you that Jesus Christ will contin
to work on you from the inside out. He will continue to
work on your anger, pride, doubt, apathy, indifference, |4
of compassion, lust, covetousness etc. as long as you o
ently follow Jesus.

t H

We need to follow Jesus because it saydaebrews
12:2thatHeisit he aut hor
our fathhd® means
the process without Jesus started with
faith in Hignjand He will bring it to com-

t

you where you are at but loves you too
much to leave you there. Praise the Lg

God Bless you all as you grow in the Lord,
Juan Toro
Youth Director

All Bible excerpts were taken from the New King James Version of the
on www.biblegateway.com

pletion. Be encouraged, Jesus will meeg

rd!!

Bible

Tuesday Bible Studies

9.00AM Womendés Bible Study

All are welcomed to the Bible
Study on Romans that is being led by
Juan Toro

7:00 PM
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April 5th

April 9th

April 10th

Holy Week Schedule

Mission of the Month

Palm Sunday(Palms distributed)
Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School/Adult Ed 11:00 AM

Maundy Thursday
Holy Thursday Agape Potluck and
Communion Service at 6:30 PM

For this service, each individual family
is asked to bring an entrée to create our
delicious international potluck buffet.
Coffee and dessert will be provided by ouf
Church and our Confirmation Class will
provide an inspirational message.

Good Friday

Joint service with the Community
Presbyterian Church at 8:00 PM at
our Church.

Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service
Worship Service

Sunrise
9:30 AM

Fellowship and refreshments to follow.

32T abl e
% Parents who want their 2nd grade or older students t
part|C|pate in this program should call Pastor Steve *

33!
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f right away to register for this program.
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Chlldren at the
Lordds T%

On Sunday, April 26th at noon%
we will have our Luncheon %
Program and then on I\/Iay 3rd,3§
wel come
ass to
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* land many v%unteers like our own

This month our mission focus is
on Warwick Conference Center
Just 50 miles from New York City
at the entrance to the historic
Hudson River Valley, lies ou
lovely Warwick Centerd fia p |
for nurture. o
and solitude offers an ideal place
for conferences, retreats, worK
shops, day trips, family picnics,
camp and weddings.

-

a C
| t

This year as Warwick celebrates
its 5ah Anniversary, our own Dot
Doxey will be honored. Dot has
been involved in many facets ¢
War wick [|ife, f
at Warwick to our Youth Group
Work project last August, Dot ha
worked tirelessly. As well as
supporting Warwick, Dot has
served MRC as VP of Consistory,
Elder, Classis Delegate and in many
other ways too numerous to list.
Her ministry for the Warwick
Center has always held a specjal
place in her heart.

=
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ja Qur church family at the
Spe toﬁ Crossroads on April 26

to honor Dot and celebrate
War wi ctk Ansiversady.

v

Please keep Warwick, its staff

rD& Sn yc%r p a))ergI thaf if? maySl t
lcotihub 8 B2 a MedsingtoRIGnd L O

be a place where you can always
feel the Holy Spirit at work.

SIS AR K
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HELP STOP HUNGER!
We will be walking
on the Boardwalk at Jones Beach

Sunday, May 3rd
Make a difference in our community and the world.
2UOEEaw2ET O00zUwW' Oxwi OUW

during the Junior Sermon.
At noon we will have a pizza lunch

and then leave the Church Parking Lot

for Field 6 and do our walk on the
BOARDWALK AT JONES BEACH.

We need walkers and sponsors!!!

Sign up at Coffee Hour or talk to Judy Boyd or Pastor Steve.

. EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE%

H

ARA Taste of te T 0 WADcall for %

A delicious way to support YES, War wi cko6s §

one of our Mission efforts, 50th Anniversary Dinner @

is to attend their April 6th %
~ \; N

ATaste of the TQ)NVABrﬂ)%ﬂPaUgrfouB fforh our church %

at the i will be leaving to attend this dinner at the

Stuart Thomas Manor | Sheraton Crossroads. )

Tickets are $40. i

Dot Doxey will be one of the honorees. §

See Pastor Steve or Nancy Farrell Reservations are due no later than April 6th. §

for more details! %

4 e, EEEEEEEEEEEEEEQ
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. The :RPH Q 'V *XLOG Mark Your Calendars!
invites all women of the Come {0 our
Massapequa Reformed Church 98- #w. %w" ' 41" W
to join us at our next general meeting jon dinner on
Monday, April 6th at 7:45 PM. Monday, June 8, 2009.
We hope to see you there! More information will follow.
Womends Guil d Retreat

7KH :RPHQYV *XLOG 5HWUHDW ZLOO EH
Friday afternoon, April 24th Saturday, April 25th
at the Little Portion Friary in Mt. Snai

The retreat will be led by Kathleen Casserly.
The cost is $90 and includes meals and your room.

This is a wonderful time of fellowship, rest and spiritual growth
for all women of the church.

Please see Susan Huhr or Kaaren Hajohn by April 5th if you are planning to attend the
We hope you can join us!

KHC

b retree

EECECECECECECECEEE EHEEFFTHFHFEFRIEREFFREE (B

E &

Dondét forget tllo or deHOSfUDY W eMKé 5&7
2IILFH RI :RPDQ-V 0LQ

Send your letter of support to

Springtime is coming.
Order your flats using the

L4

order form Rev. Wes GranbergMichaelson
LQ QH[W PRQWK - \emalay xg-pnipeig-michaelson@rca.org
News & Views. or regular mail to:

4500 60th Street S.E., Grand Rapids, MI 49512
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