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Dear Friends, 
 
     The story I am about to tell you is totally 

fictional like any good fable.  However, like other 

good fables, I believe it has a message that is 

worthy of our reflection as we prepare for our 

Holy Week Celebration. 
  
     My fictional fable starts on the day after 

Christmas.  You remember, from the 

Gospel's true account of that event that 

there was a kindly Innkeeper, who 

found a much needed place of respite 

and comfort for Mary and Joseph.  As 

my fable begins, the Innkeeper is discussing with 

his wife the events of the previous day.  "I cannot 

believe what happened right here in the stable 

behind our Inn.  I knew that I was doing the right 

thing by finding this poor family a place to rest 

after their hard journey, but I had no idea that the 

young maiden was so close to giving birth.  Now, 

I have heard about the vision that some of our 

local shepherds had and if they are to be believed, 

the child who was born in our stable is the long 

promised Messiah!ò  That seems to be impossible 

to believe but then our Scriptures teach that with 

God all things are possible.  Is this possible?  

We'll have to wait and see. 
 
     And wait the Innkeeper and many others did.  

For in the next thirty years of his life, the child 

who had been born in His stable continued to live 

a humble life and any expectation that He was the 

long promised Messiah had long been forgotten.  

But it is true, as we all know, that with God all 

things are possible and so after thirty years of 

relative obscurity, Jesus began His public 

ministry.  Of course, there was a wide range of 

A Pastorõs  

Perspective...  
responses to that ministry, but as my fable 

continues, we hear that there was one person who 

had no doubts.  "Yes, I knew this day would come!  

At first, the Shepherd's vision had seemed unclear, 

but then when those three visitors from the East 

came to present their gifts, I was certain of who 

this child was.  And now, after all of these years, 

our waiting is over." 
 
     Yes, that was a time of joy for the Innkeeper 

and many others.  But in the final chapter of this 

fable, we come to the events of Holy Week when 

our Innkeeper's faith was challenged greatly.  We 

pick up his story on Saturday, the day between 

Good Friday's tragedy and Easter's 

joy.  "I don't know what to think.  

How could this be possible?  This is 

the worst day in our lives.  All of our 

hopes seem to have vanished and yet, 

can we still find hope in the promise 

He made to rise again?  It seems impossible, but 

all things are possible with God.  I know one thing.  

I was not going to abandon Him at His hour of 

need.  As I looked at His mother, it was hard to 

remember the young maiden but as she stood by 

her son's side, so did I!  From the day that He was 

born I have done my best to be faithful to Him and 

yesterday was no different.  What does tomorrow 

hold?  I don't know but I do know that with God 

all things are possible and I am going to hold that 

hope today, tomorrow and forever." 
 
     So the fable concludes and now as we approach 

our Holy Week Celebration, it is our time to 

continue to express our commitment to live as 

people of hope who trust that with God, all things 

are possible.  Come and be part of our Holy Week 

preparation for the joy that Easter offers to us and 

to all.  Come and stand together, as we praise God 

for the gifts of faith, hope and love! 
 
  Grace and Peace, 

  Pastor Steve 

An  

Easter Fable 
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Pastorõs Report:  Pastor Steve announced that a note had been received from Reverend Richard Welscott 
announcing the decision to close the RCAõs Office of Womanõs Ministries.  There was disappointment 
expressed by members of the consistory and a unanimous decision was made to send a letter in response ex-
pressing our sentiments that a poor decision had been made in this matter.  
 
Pastor Steve also reminded us about the rally occurring on February 19, 2009 concerning the upcoming 
budget cuts for YES. (Youth Environmental Services)   
 
Pastor Steve also gave a brief report on his study leave on the Belhar Confession document.   
 
Youth Ministry Report:   Pastor Steve reported for Juan that a very successful youth retreat had been held 
for 13-14 members of the youth group.  
 
Mission:  Doug Bove reported that on Sunday, February 22, Roger DeYoung, one of our mission partners, 
would be speaking at both the church service and at adult education.    
 
Family Care:  Cathie Spruck reported on the upcoming events.  A pancake breakfast will be held on Sunday, 
February 22 at noon in place of the Shrove Tuesday pancake supper. 
 
A congregational Agape pot luck dinner will be held on Thursday, April 9. 
 
The Womenõs Guild will be hosting the World Day of Prayer on March 6 at 1:00.  All the Christian churches 
in Massapequa have been invited. 
 
A host church is still needed for the Womenõs Communion Breakfast. 
 
The spring womenõs retreat has been scheduled for April 24-25.  
 
Congregational Care:  Verna Robinson expressed thanks to those who helped with the luncheon after the 
funeral of Stan Anderson.  
 
Evangelism and Church Growth:  Jane Smits reported that Easter ads will be placed in the local papers.  
Worship:   There was discussion about the scheduling of ushers.  A suggestion was made to schedule six 
months in advance so that people were aware of their commitment and would have the ability to change 
their scheduled date when needed. 
 
Property:  Dick Thompson reported that the piano had been fixed.  Work is needed on the fax machine in 
the office.  The Spring Work Day has not been scheduled yet.  
 
Communication:  There was discussion on the phone chain used for notification of members about deaths 
in the Church Family and other announcements in the Church.  This will be looked into and updated if 
needed.  

Consistory Highlights 
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In A Different Voiceé 
 

The Empty Tomb 
 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they could go and anoint Him.  And 
very early in the morning on the first day of the 
week, they came to the tomb, just as the sun was 
rising.                                (Mark 16: 1-2) 
 
All four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John are generally very much alike, 
but there are differences in detail.  
While Mark relates one young man at 
the sepulcher, Luke has two men.  
Matthew has one angel, while John has 
two angels.  The lists of womenõs 
names in two of the gospels are slightly 
different.  Luke omits the message 
reported by Mark that the disciples are 
to meet Jesus in Galilee. In Mark, the 
women are so startled by the events 
they are unable to deliver the message.  
On the other hand in Luke, the women 
go and report all that has occurred. 
 
These details are not necessarily 
contradictions ð the descriptions we 
have are expressions in human words 
of a phenomenon that far transcended 
human experience.  The truth of the 
story of the empty tomb does not 
depend on our ability to devise a 
satisfactory explanation of these 
differences, but rather the tremendous 
effect that the event had on the 
disciples and on subsequent history. 
 
Read all of the resurrection accounts: 
  
 Matt 28 1-15,    Mark 16 1-8 
 Luke 24 1-12,    John 20 1-19 
 
and then remember the words we say 
during communion, 
 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 

 
 

We reserve this column each month 

for inspirational thoughts.  We 

welcome contributions from 

everyone!  Send your poems, prayers 

or thoughts to the church office.  

 

 

 

This month we culminate our Lenten season as we remember our 

Lordôs sacrifice during Holy week.  
 

On Palm Sunday both our Handbell Choir  and our Senior Choir 

will be featured as we remember Christôs triumphant entry into Jeru-

salem.  On Maundy Thursday of Holy Week we remember our 

Lordôs last supper with His disciples with special music by our Sen-

ior Choir and our soloist, Jo-Ann Dammacco.  On Good Friday we 

will share our traditional Good Friday service at our church which 

will feature the combined choirs with the Massapequa  Community 

Presbyterian Church. 
 

On Easter Sunday as we celebrate Christôs resurrection, our music 

reflects this joyful celebration from the starting peals of our Hand-

bell Choir to the powerful anthems by our Senior Choir and the cli-

matic strains of the Hallelujah Chorus sung by our entire congrega-

tion!  One of the joyful anthems which our Senior Choir will present 

on Easter that proclaims with the message that our Savior is alive 

will be Resurrection Chorus. 

Resurrection Chorus 

 Sing the resurrection chorus; Jesus is alive! 

  Christ has died and risen for us; Jesus is alive! 

 Sing aloud and shout the message; Jesus is alive! 

  He has opened heavenôs passage; Jesus is alive! 

 Alleluia! Now we cry to our King immortal, 

  Who, triumphant, burst the bars of the tombôs dark portal; 

 ñAlleluiaò with the Son, God the Father praising; 

  ñAlleluiaò yet again to the Spirit raising. 

 Life your voice, exalt Him ever, Jesus is alive! 

  Thus weôll worship Him forever, Jesus is alive! 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Jesus is alive! 

        

At this holy Easter season, let us share in Christôs resurrection power 

- for Jesus is alive! 

Easter blessings! 

John Mayhew, Director of Music & Organist 

  
Menôs Fellowship Breakfast 

 at the Nautilus Diner 
 Saturday, April 11th      8:00 ï 9:30 AM 

 
Pastor Steve will lead a conversation about 

ñQuestions of Faithò 
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Food 

Pantry  
   

 
Did you know?  

 There are Waldbaumõs 

vouchers, which are used 

just like cash, in the food 

pantry.  

  Did you know that you 

can donate money 

specifically for that 

community outreach?  

 All you do is contact  

Judy Boyd (798 -6033),  

Daphne Blount  

 (631-952-3812)  

 or Maureen Kours  

 (631-691-6369) 

 and they will take care of 

the details.  

  We can also use the 

following items in the 

pantry:  childrenõs cereal 

& snacks, juice, tuna, 

pasta & sauce, macaroni 

& cheese, coffee, canned 

vegetables, soup and the 

like.  Also needed: 

toiletries and laundry 

cleaning supplies . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please check  

 expiration dates.  

Sunday School News! 
 
 

Saturday, April 4th  Easter Egg Hunt  -  10:30 Noon 

Sunday, April 12th Easter Sunday No Sunday School 

Sunday, April 19th Regular schedule resumes 

 

 The Youth Corner 
 
  ñébeing confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work 

in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christéò Philippians 1:6 
 

 This verse is a promise.  If youôve been born-again 

then this is a promise to you that Jesus Christ will continue 

to work on you from the inside out.  He will continue to 

work on your anger, pride, doubt, apathy, indifference, lack 

of compassion, lust, covetousness etc. as long as you obedi-

ently follow Jesus.   
 
 We need to follow Jesus because it says in Hebrews 

12:2 that He is ñthe author and finisher of 

our faithò, that means that you canôt finish 

the process without Jesus.  It started with 

faith in Him and He will bring it to com-

pletion.  Be encouraged, Jesus will meet 

you where you are at but loves you too 

much to leave you there.  Praise the Lord!!  
   

  God Bless you all as you grow in the Lord, 

    Juan Toro 

    Youth Director 
 

All Bible excerpts were taken from the New King James Version of the Bible 

on www.biblegateway.com 

Tuesday Bible Studies  
 

9:00 AM  Womenôs Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM All are welcomed to the Bible   
  Study on Romans that is being led by 
  Juan Toro 
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Mission of the Month  

     This month our mission focus is 

on Warwick Conference Center.  

Just 50 miles from New York City, 

at the entrance to the historic 

Hudson River Valley, lies our 

lovely Warwick Center ð ña place 

for nurture.ò  Its natural beauty 

and solitude offers an ideal place 

for conferences, retreats, work-  

shops, day trips, family picnics, 

camp and weddings. 
 
     This year as Warwick celebrates 

its 50th Anniversary, our own Dot 

Doxey will be honored.  Dot has 

been involved in many facets of 

Warwick life, from Womenôs Day 

at Warwick to our Youth Group 

Work project last August, Dot has 

worked tirelessly.  As well as 

supporting Warwick, Dot has 

served MRC as VP of Consistory, 

Elder, Classis Delegate and in many 

other ways too numerous to list.  

Her ministry for the Warwick 

Center has always held a special 

place in her heart. 
 
     Join our church family at the 

Sheraton Crossroads on April 26th 

to honor Dot and celebrate 

Warwickôs 50th Anniversary. 
 
     Please keep Warwick, its staff 

and many volunteers like our own 

Dot, in your prayers that it may 

continue to be a blessing to all and 

be a place where you can always 

feel the Holy Spirit at work. 

 
Holy Week Schedule 

 
April 5th  Palm Sunday  (Palms distributed) 

   Worship Service at 9:30 AM 
   Sunday School/Adult Ed 11:00 AM 
 

April 9th  Maundy Thursday 

   Holy Thursday Agape Potluck and 
   Communion Service at 6:30 PM 
 
   For this service, each individual family 
   is asked to bring an entrée to create our 
   delicious international potluck buffet. 
   Coffee and dessert will be provided by our  
   Church and our Confirmation Class  will  
   provide an inspirational message. 
 
April 10th  Good Friday   

   Joint service with the Community 
   Presbyterian Church at 8:00 PM at  
   our Church.  
 

Easter Sunday   
 Sunrise Service   Sunrise 
 Worship Service   9:30 AM 
 

Fellowship and refreshments to follow. 

Children at the 

 Lordôs Table 
 

On Sunday, April 26th at noon, 

we will have our Luncheon 

Program and then on May 3rd, 

we will welcome this yearôs Children at the Lordôs 

Table class to the celebration of the Lordôs Supper. 

Parents who want their 2nd grade or older students to 

participate in this program should call Pastor Steve 

right away to register for this program.   



page 6 

 

HELP STOP HUNGER!  

We will be walking  

on the Boardwalk at Jones Beach 

Sunday, May 3rd  

Make a difference in our community and the world.  
 

2ÜÕËÈàɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɀÚɯ'Ö×ɯÍÖÙɯ"ÙÖ×ɯÐÚ 

 during the Junior Sermon.   

At noon we will have a pizza lunch  

and then leave the Church Parking Lot 

for Field 6 and do our walk on the  

BOARDWALK AT JONES BEACH.  

We need walkers and sponsors!!! 

Sign up at Coffee Hour or talk to Judy Boyd or Pastor Steve. 

ñA Taste of the Townò 
 

A delicious way to support YES,  

one of our Mission efforts, 

is to attend their April 6th 

ñTaste of the Townò buffet  

at the 

Stuart Thomas Manor 

Tickets are $40. 
 

See Pastor Steve or Nancy Farrell 

for more details! 

 
Last Call for  
Warwickôs 

50th Anniversary Dinner  
 
On April 26th, a group from our Church  
will be leaving to attend this dinner at the  
Sheraton Crossroads.  
 
 

Dot Doxey will be one of the honorees.  
Reservations are due no later than April 6th. 
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The �:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���*�X�L�O�G 
invites all women of the 

Massapequa Reformed Church   
to join us at our next general meeting on 

Monday, April 6th at 7:45 PM. 
 

We hope to see you there!  

�+�H�O�S���V�D�Y�H���W�K�H���5�&�$�·�V 
 �2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���:�R�P�D�Q�·�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\ 

 
Send your letter of support to  

Rev. Wes Granberg-Michaelson  
(email at: wgranberg-michaelson@rca.org 

or regular mail to:   
4500 60th Street S.E., Grand Rapids, MI  49512 

�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ��
Donôt forget to order flowers 

  
Springtime is coming.  

Order your flats using the 
 order form  

�L�Q���Q�H�[�W���P�R�Q�W�K�·�V���L�V�V�X�H���R�I�� 
News & Views.  

�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ��

        
                   Womenôs Guild Retreat 
 
           �7�K�H���:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���*�X�L�O�G���5�H�W�U�H�D�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�H�O�G���R�Q 
       Friday afternoon, April 24th - Saturday, April 25th 
                 at the Little Portion Friary in Mt. Sinai 

 
The retreat will be led by Kathleen Casserly. 

 
The cost is $90 and includes meals and your room. 

 
This is a wonderful time of fellowship, rest and spiritual growth  

for all women of the church. 
 

Please see Susan Fluhr or Kaaren Hajohn by April 5th if you are planning to attend the retreat. 
 

We hope you can join us! 

 
Mark Your Calendars!  

Come to our  

Ɂ$-#ɯ.%ɯ"'41"'ɯ8$ 1ɂɯ 

dinner on  

 Monday, June 8, 2009. 

 
More information will follow.  


